
A Caring Ministry Assisting Neighbors 
Throughout Tippecanoe County 

                
Summer 2020 

Our Mission: We are a network of interfaith volunteers committed to improving the quality of life in the homes of 
our elderly and disabled neighbors as well as their caregivers. Caregiver Companion is a member of the            
Congregation of St. Joseph Mission Network, extending the mission and tradition of the Sisters of St. Joseph. 

 COVID-19 has brought many challenges to our community,                        

especially our elderly and vulnerable neighbors. Isolation and 

anxiety can often take hold, but one of our neighbors, E.H., 

doesn’t let it have the final word. “It’s so important to remember 

the good and ask the Lord to bring it forward when times are 

hard. God is in this with us,” she shares. E.H. has learned how 

to stay positive through her own life experiences. A house fire, 

her husband’s passing, and several health difficulties have 

threatened her peace of mind, but she refuses to allow it to   

continually discourage her and always tries to find the good 

around her. 

 Not leaving the house has been difficult at times for her as 

she sometimes gets lonesome when she can’t be near others. 

“I’m a hugger and it is hard not to be able to hug anyone,” she 

says with a smile.  

 During this crisis, her Caregiver Companion volunteers have regularly checked in with her to see 

how she is doing and they share with one another about their lives in the “new normal”. One of her 

volunteers, Andrew, has called her on the phone several times to encourage her. “It is good to hear 

from her and to hear her perspective and how she is so positive. I’m grateful for her. She helps me 

just as much as I help her,” Andrew shared. Before the pandemic, Andrew would stop by E.H.’s 

house to clean her windows and help tidy. “Sometimes, as a shut-in, the windows are your only   

connection to the outside world,” E.H. shared.  Helping out also brings Andrew joy. He says, 

“Knowing that it means a lot to her means a lot to me.”  

 Caregiver Companion volunteers like Andrew have meant 

everything to her. “I don’t know what I would have done without 

them. All of them have been outstanding. I have wanted to stay 

in my home as long as I can and I would not have been able to 

do that if it hadn’t been for your volunteers. They are            

extraordinarily sweet and so generous with their lives. God 

sent me the best,” she says. Our Caregiver Companion       

volunteers and neighbors are amazed to see how much joy 

comes out of their connection.  

 In the meantime, E.H. encourages everyone to keep our                     

medical professionals and faith leaders in their prayers.                   

“They are so overworked and they need us to pray for them. 

We all need to come together right now,” she says. While 

times are hard, E.H. wants to remind everyone that “there is a 

lot in life that is good and we need to stay close to the good.” 

Staying Close To The Good When Times Are Hard 
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   Faithful Caregiver Companion supporters keep this            
life-affirming ministry alive throughout our community during 
these difficult times. Because of our donors, this loving          
non-profit is able to carry out the mission of coming alongside 
our dear elderly neighbors and their often forgotten caregivers. 
Three donors share the importance of doing so below: 

   Our kind donors, Sandy and her husband, have been 
regular donors for the last year. They heard about Caregiver         
Companion through their local parish, St. Ann Church. When 
Sandy heard the mission, she tried to imagine what it would be 

like to work 24/7 as a caregiver without a relief break. As she spoke about Caregiver  Companion’s 
heart for serving our neighbors she shared, “Caregivers really are the lost and forgotten             
population.”  With that understanding, Sandy and her husband decided to start giving regularly.       
“It is fine to support around the world, but there really is a need in our own town,”  she shared.  

Another dedicated donor, who asked to remain anonymous, has supported Caregiver     
Companion for several years because “he believes that even though I don’t have the time to serve,  
I have the means to financially give.”  He also heard of this ministry through his church. He shared 
that he has learned “it is better to give than to receive.”  

Some of our volunteers like Joe Walters donate in addition to volunteering. As he volunteers, 
he is reminded to support the ministry’s work. His volunteering efforts bring further meaning to his 
regular giving. As a volunteer, he gets to know the neighbor on a personal level and sees their    
longing for a listening ear. “Some great people may have fallen on hard times and I hope to support 
them,”  he shared.    

Caregiver Companion is humbled and grateful for all who sacrificially give to the mission.      
If you feel called to further give, please visit our website at caregivercompanion.org or call our office 
at 765-423-1879 for more information.  

Donors Share Their Appreciation for Caregiver Companion 

Community Cares for Volunteers at Culver’s Night 

 Local businesses and community leaders came together 
to support our dedicated and caring volunteers at our       

Volunteer  Appreciation Night at Culver’s in February! We 
are grateful to Purdue Federal Credit Union,                     

Home Instead Senior Care, Raymond James, and           
Dowell Automotive Repair for providing a tasty meal for our 

volunteers and their families to enjoy.  

 Local Women’s Sorority, Beta Sigma Phi, generously 
gave gift bags to show their appreciation to the volunteers. 

They also baked delicious cookies, donated books, puzzles, 
coloring books, and provided other fun activity items for    

volunteers to do with their neighbor. Thank you again to the 
Culver’s staff for helping make this a special night for all of 

our volunteers and Caregiver Companion Team. Because of 
our community’s support, it was a night to remember!  

 One of our volunteers, Jim, said, “Thanks again for the             
volunteer appreciation dinner at Culver’s. As usual the meal 
and service were excellent. We also enjoyed the treat bag!”  
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During this time of great distress and uncertainty in our community and world, we are more grateful than ever for your 
generosity to all of our elderly neighbors and their weary caregivers who live around us. We greatly appreciate all of you, 

including those who are not listed here.  Your financial support keeps this ministry here in your community! 

IN MEMORY  

Anonymous 
In memory of Thelma Irene Held 
 
Michael and Cherie Anthrop                          
in memory of Marvin R. Anthrop 

Holly Barth                                                     
in memory of Eleanor Barth 

Gail Baugh                                                     
in memory of Marjorie Hainje 

Jacob and Brenda Burton                              
in memory of Steve, Kenneth, and Gary 
Lamie 

Barbara Burns  
in memory of Donna DeFouw 
 
Larry Brafman                                                
in memory of June Brafman and                 
Sr. Veronica Baumgartner  

Sherry Breimhorst                                          
in memory of Tom Breimhorst 

Dennis and Connie Bruner                             
in memory of Sr. Veronica Baumgartner  

Sr. Christina Crawford                                   
in memory of Sr. Veronica Baumgartner 

Robert and Linda Fields                                
in memory of Francis and Norman Wondero 

Diane Frey                                                     
in memory of Robert Frey 

Dennis and Jeanne Gernhardt                      
in memory of Donna DeFouw 

Mary Grever                                                  
in memory of John Roach 

Linda Halsema                                              
in memory of  Charles E. Halsema 

James Hubertz                                              
in memory of Ann Hubertz 

Joseph and Suella Kovich                             
in memory of Irene Held 

Gerald McCarthy  
in memory of Mary Ann McCarthy 
  
Bill and Margaret Moseley                             
in memory of Betty Rody 

Jerriann O’Herren                                          
in memory of Gerald and  Edna O’Herren 

Jean O’Reilly                                                 
in memory of Michael O’Reilly 

Greg and Mindy Ortman                                   
in memory of Ed Mahan and  Michelle Garcar 
and Dr. Max Lecklitner 

David and Patricia Potts                                
in memory of Michelle Crosby Potts, Red and 
Ann Campbell, Doris Smith, and                               
Roy J. Watson 

David and Pam Royer                                      
in memory of Daisy Burnette 

Patricia Ruhlander                                         
in memory of Kenny and                                           
Kenny (Rat) Ruhlander 

Mary Shelton                                                 
in memory of Lee Shelton 

Stephen and Carolyn Shoaf                          
in memory of Helm and Shoaf Families 

John Stallings  
In memory of Sara Stallings  
 
Kenrick and Jeanne Stone                            
in memory of  Sr. Veronica Baumgartner 

Jo and Joanna Sullivan                                 
in memory of  Richard and Kathleen Hellman 
and John Million 

IN HONOR 

Anonymous  
In honor of Janice and Arvil Anderson  
 
Douglas and Cynthia Baumgartner               
in honor of Connie and Dennis Bruner 
 
Dennis and Connie Bruner 
In honor of Doug and Phillip Baumgartner 
and Linda Melsa 
 
Jean Davis                                                     
in honor of Congress Street United Methodist 
Church Pumpkin Patch Workers 
 
Kevin and Lauren Frecker                                
in honor of Joe Walters 
 
Mary Grever 
in honor of Mary Ann Meschi 
 
Sara Kaufman                                               
in honor of Caregiver Companion 
 
Jill Kendrat                                                     
in honor of Joy Bergman 
 
Olivia McCool                                                
in honor of Sherri Auckley 
 
Purdue Federal Credit Union                         
in honor of Robert Novak and Andrea Walker 
 
David and Pam Royer                                   
in honor of Joy Bergman 
 
Russell and Francis Worley                           
in honor of Theron Long 

 

FOUNDATIONS, BUSINESSES, &     

MINISTRIES 

Beta Sigma Phi Sorority 
 
CSJ Ministries, Inc. 
 
Culver’s of Lafayette 
 
Church of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Community Foundation of Greater Lafayette 
 
Dowell Automotive Repair 
 
Franciscan Health 
 
GBU Financial Life 
 
Glick Philanthropies 
 
H&R Block 

Home Instead Senior Care 

Horizon Bank 

Immanuel United Church of Christ 

Thrivent Financial Choice 

The McAllister Foundation 

Purdue Federal Credit Union 

North Carolina Community Foundation 

Scheumann Foundation, Inc. 

St. Ann Church and Shrine 

St. Mary Cathedral 

St. Lawrence Church 

St. Charles and St. Patrick Parishes 

The Right Word 

Raymond James 

Please join our mission to love the dear 
neighbor in your community. Your     

support is critical to keep this non-profit   
here to assist our aging loved ones. 

The printing of this newsletter was 

graciously provided by:  



612 Wabash Avenue 
Lafayette, IN 47905 
 

(765) 423-1879 
caregiver95@gmail.com 
www.caregivercompanion.org              
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         COVID-19 has not stopped our caring volunteers 

from making a difference in the community! Our team of                      

volunteers currently come alongside neighbors at a        

distance through grocery delivery, telephone reassurance,                    

thoughtful cards, and yard work. Personal protective gift 
bag items were generously provided through a grant from                 

The Alfred J. and Dorothy N. McAllister Foundation. This 

gift allows our volunteers to continue to assist our elderly 

neighbors and their families. Colorful cloth face masks 

made by Melanie Q. are worn as we go out to assist our 

vulnerable seniors as well as their caregivers.  

       Kind volunteers like Sarah (pictured here) drop off       

groceries for neighbors while remaining at a safe distance 

and wearing a mask. We are so grateful to all of our     

compassionate volunteers, donors, and community for 

keeping this ministry uniting others in loving our “dear neighbors”. It is encouraging for our 

isolated seniors and their families to know that they are not alone during this challenging 

time. We are truly in this together! 

 

Loving Our Neighbors From A Distance 

Read inside how your support brings                       
encouragement during COVID-19! 


