A Caring Ministry Assisting Neighbors
Throughout Tippecanoe County

Fall 2019
Our Mission: We are a network of interfaith volunteers committed to improving the quality of life in the
homes of our elderly and disabled neighbors as well as their caregivers. Caregiver Companion is a member of
the Congregation of St. Joseph Mission Network, extending the mission and tradition of the Sisters of St. Joseph.

Bringing Community Together By Loving Our Neighbors
“My dad used to always say, ‘Be kind to everyone because you
may be the first person that treats them with kindness’”, shares
our neighbor, Cora. While her journey has not been easy, Cora has
always tried to live by those words of wisdom. Before moving to
Indiana, Cora lived in a city on the east coast. After working thirty-two
years of long hours for General Electric, sometimes working two jobs
as she was raising two children, Cora was ready for some much
needed rest as she aged.
After her retirement, she came to Lafayette to be near family and
lives with her son. Now that Cora is retired, she spends more time
with loved ones and is actively involved at her church, Living Truth of
Christ. It was at her church that Cora found out about Caregiver
Companion services. “All you have to do is believe and trust in
Our volunteer, Mary, kindly
God,” she says. Cora was in need of transportation to her doctor’s
lends a hand and helps Cora to
appointments because of arthritis pain in her knees that prevents her
the car.
from driving. At the time, she didn’t have access to any mode of
transportation as her son depends on his motorbike for transportation and
she wasn’t sure what to do. Cora says, “I can’t thank this friend enough
that she told me about Caregiver Companion. It has been like a dream
come true.”

“The volunteers are so
kind, helpful, and
courteous,” says Cora.

Because of your support, caring volunteers now assist Cora with
getting to and from the doctor’s office. She says, “The volunteers are so
kind, helpful, and courteous. They open the door for you and help you out
of the car. They also sit with you in the
waiting room. It makes it so much easier to
go to the doctor’s and have the volunteer
with you. You don’t feel like you are
alone,” she shares about the volunteers.
Cora encourages people to support this
mission in our community.
Cora checks in at the
doctor’s office.

“Caregiver Companion is such a good
service and there are people in our community who need this
type of help,” she says. Cora’s pastor, James Foster, had also heard about Caregiver Companion
when it was presented at a Greater Lafayette Gospel Association meeting. “Cora is one of the
church’s strongest members. Many call her ’Mother Cora’ because she is like a mother to our
church and graciously serves,” he says. (Continued on next page).
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One of the ways Cora serves is helping with a card ministry at her church.
She sends cards to church members who are sick or going through a hard
time. “I love sending out cards to people,” says Cora. Pastor James says, “Cora
is now on the other side of life’s challenges and encourages people to see
how God is working in their lives. At the start of worship, we give people
the opportunity to share what they are thankful for and Cora is always
the first one to give thanks.”
In addition to how the volunteers assist Cora, Pastor James also appreciates
the overall unifying mission of Caregiver Companion and how it brings people
together. “Caregiver Companion gives people the opportunity to serve
Mary visits with Cora in
their way into relationships with
the waiting room at the
people and to see Jesus at work in
doctor’s office.
someone’s life,” he says. “This ministry
is a blessing to seniors and caregivers—not a lot of
attention is given to caregivers as they are behind the
scenes.” As a local pastor, he is no stranger to disunity among
people of different age groups, races, or religious backgrounds.
“We need to erase the lines that have been drawn and focus Pastor James shares with Lauren, the
associate director, how working
on what we have in common with one another. Everyone
together builds relationships
has something to contribute and we shouldn’t leave out
and community.
anyone. We need to accept the personal challenge of how
each of us can be used to work together and help others.”

Your support helps students bring God’s love to your community!
Last spring, Caregiver Companion was
awarded the Purdue University Office of
Engagement JoAnn L. Miller Exemplary
Community Partner Award. This award
honors an organization that provides service
learning opportunities for students to make a
meaningful difference in the Greater Lafayette
community. Our donors help provide a
Graduate student, Reilly,
Caregiver Companion
life-changing experience for students like
cherishes
her friendship with
receives award for its
Reilly (pictured above right). Reilly says, “I love
her
neighbor,
Linda.
work with
seeing
Linda
every
week.
We
were
Purdue students.
introduced into each other’s lives
at the most perfect time. I consider our relationship a
tremendous blessing. Thank you, Caregiver Companion,
for pairing us together!”
A Purdue service learning class (pictured lower right)
also worked with Caregiver Companion to organize a
call-out for student volunteers on campus. Thank you for
bringing together wonderful opportunities for students to Students support Caregiver Companion at
volunteer call-out on campus.
give back and support their community as they develop skills
to communicate non-profits’ needs.
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Your financial support made all the difference for our neighbors in need this past fiscal year! Your
donations help keep this caring ministry here to come alongside caregivers and isolated seniors in your
community. Thank you to everyone who contributes including those who are not listed below.
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You can make a true and
lasting difference for
your neighbors in need.
Become a monthly
Caregiver Companion
partner and support this
caring local ministry!
Please also consider
including Caregiver
Companion in your will
planning and leave a
loving legacy. Contact
our office at
(765) 423-1879 or
caregiver95@gmail.com
to learn more.
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Like us on Facebook!

Your donations keep this loving
care alive in our community.
Read Cora’s story and see how!

Mark your calendars for
Culver’s Share Nights to support
Caregiver Companion families!
When you order Culver’s for eat-in, drive-thru, purchase gift cards, or
carry-out on the below dates, a portion of the proceeds benefits the
mission of Caregiver Companion to bring God’s love to isolated
seniors and weary caregivers. Come out and show your support
between 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. on any of the following dates:
Tuesday, November 12th, 2019
Tuesday, February 4th, 2020
Tuesday, May 5th, 2020
See you there!

